
Q. Write a short note on the character of Madame Bovary. 

Ans. Madame Bovary, the central character in Gustave Flaubert's novel "Madame Bovary," is a 

complex and tragic figure. Emma Bovary is introduced as a romantic and idealistic young woman 

whose dreams are fuelled by the novels she reads, filled with notions of passion, wealth, and societal 

glamour. However, her yearnings for a life of luxury and excitement clash with the mundane reality of 

her provincial existence. 

Emma marries Charles Bovary, a well-meaning but dull country doctor, in the hope of escaping her 

monotonous life. Disenchanted with the limitations of marriage and rural living, she becomes 

increasingly disillusioned, seeking fulfilment in extravagant spending, love affairs, and societal 

pursuits. Emma's character reflects the consequences of societal expectations and the limitations 

placed on women in 19th-century France. 

Her pursuit of passion and romantic ideals ultimately leads to her downfall. Emma's infidelity, 

financial irresponsibility, and unquenchable desire for a life beyond her means result in personal and 

financial ruin. Flaubert's portrayal of Emma Bovary is a scathing critique of bourgeois society, 

materialism, and the consequences of unrealistic romantic fantasies. 

Despite her flaws, Emma is a sympathetic character in that her discontent stems from a yearning for 

a more fulfilling and meaningful existence. Her tragic fate serves as a cautionary tale about the 

dangers of living vicariously through unrealistic fantasies and the consequences of succumbing to 

societal pressures. 

In "Madame Bovary," Flaubert masterfully delves into the complexities of human desires and the 

consequences of pursuing an unattainable ideal. Emma Bovary's character remains a compelling and 

timeless exploration of the human condition, inviting readers to reflect on the consequences of 

unchecked aspirations and the clash between dreams and reality. 



SHORT SUMMERY OF THE STORY ‘THE COLLECTOR OF TREASURE’ 

"The Collector of Treasures" is a short story written by Bessie Head, an influential South African 

writer. The story revolves around a woman named Dikeledi, who is known as the "Collector of 

Treasures" in her village. Dikeledi is a middle-aged woman with five children, and she has 

experienced a difficult life marked by hardship and disappointment. 

The narrative explores Dikeledi's perspective on her own life and the lives of other women in the 

village. Dikeledi reflects on the societal expectations placed on women and the limitations imposed 

by traditional gender roles. She struggles with the idea of women being viewed as mere possessions 

and laments the lack of agency and freedom that women experience. 

As the story progresses, Dikeledi becomes increasingly disillusioned with her role in society and the 

oppressive nature of her marriage. The turning point comes when she discovers that her husband, 

Garesego, has been having an affair with a younger woman. This revelation prompts Dikeledi to 

reevaluate her life and make a bold decision. 

In the end, Dikeledi decides to leave her husband and the restrictive societal expectations. She 

chooses to pursue a life of independence, symbolized by her act of collecting treasures from the 

natural world around her. The story is a poignant exploration of gender roles, societal expectations, 

and the quest for personal freedom and self-fulfillment. 



Q. CHARACTER OF ROBERTO MICHEL .  

ANS. In Julio Cortázar's short story "Blow-Up" , Roberto Michel is the protagonist and the narrator of 

the story. He is a freelance translator and amateur photographer who becomes entangled in a 

mysterious and unsettling series of events after taking photographs in a park. 

Roberto is portrayed as a solitary and observant individual, prone to introspection and reflection on 

the world around him. He is initially captivated by the act of photography, finding solace and purpose 

in capturing moments frozen in time through his camera lens. 

However, Roberto's encounter with a couple in the park and his subsequent examination of the 

photographs he took lead him into a disturbing realm of uncertainty and paranoia. He becomes 

obsessed with deciphering the truth behind the images, particularly focusing on a seemingly 

innocuous detail that may have darker implications. 

Throughout the story, Roberto grapples with questions of perception, reality, and the nature of truth. 

His inner turmoil and mounting sense of unease reflect Cortázar's exploration of existential themes 

and the complexities of human experience. 

As Roberto delves deeper into the mystery surrounding the photographs, he finds himself 

increasingly isolated and disconnected from the world around him. His journey becomes a 

psychological odyssey, blurring the lines between imagination and reality as he struggles to make 

sense of the enigmatic events unfolding before him. 

Ultimately, Roberto's character serves as a vessel through which Cortázar examines the fragility of 

perception and the elusiveness of truth, inviting readers to question their own understanding of 

reality and the narratives they construct to make sense of the world. 



CHARACTER OF RASKOLNICOV . 

In Fyodor Dostoevsky's novel "Crime and Punishment," Rodion Romanovich Raskolnikov is the central 

character and protagonist. Raskolnikov is a complex and tormented individual, and his character 

undergoes significant development throughout the novel. Here are some key aspects of 

Raskolnikov's character: 

 Raskolnikov is an intelligent and highly educated former law student, and his intellectualism plays a 

crucial role in the narrative. However, his extreme intellectual pride leads to a sense of alienation 

from society. He believes he is above conventional morality and considers himself a "superman" who 

has the right to transgress ethical boundaries for a perceived greater good. 

Raskolnikov's character is characterized by moral ambiguity. He is torn between conflicting ideas of 

morality and his own theory that extraordinary individuals can go beyond traditional ethical norms. 

The novel explores his internal struggle with guilt and the consequences of his actions. 

 Raskolnikov lives in poverty, and his financial struggles contribute to his desperation. This 

desperation becomes a driving force behind his decision to commit a heinous crime, believing it will 

lead to a better life for himself and others. 

After committing the murder, Raskolnikov experiences intense guilt and psychological turmoil. The 

novel delves into his inner thoughts and the internal conflict between his rationalizations and the 

emotional weight of his actions. 

 Sonya Marmeladov, a young woman forced into prostitution due to her family's circumstances, 

becomes a significant influence on Raskolnikov. Through their interactions, she represents a moral 

compass and a source of redemption for him. 

 As the story progresses, Raskolnikov undergoes a spiritual awakening and grapples with the concept 

of redemption. Through his interactions with Sonya and others, he begins to confront his own moral 

weaknesses and seeks a path to spiritual renewal. 

 Raskolnikov's character is further developed as he becomes entangled in the investigation of the 

murders he committed. The psychological pressure intensifies as he is pursued by the persistent 

detective Porfiry Petrovich. 

 

Ultimately, Raskolnikov's character is a study in the complexities of human nature, morality, and the 

consequences of one's actions. The novel explores themes of crime, punishment, and redemption 

through the lens of this deeply troubled and conflicted protagonist. 



Q .Character of Salim in “A Bend In The River”. 

 

Ans. In "A Bend in the River," Salim is the protagonist and narrator of the story. The 

novel is set in an unnamed African country after it gains independence from colonial 

rule. Salim is an Indian Muslim of Arab descent who runs a small shop in the town. 

His character undergoes significant changes as he navigates the political and social 

upheavals in the post-colonial era. 

Salim is an observer, caught between various cultural, racial, and political forces. His 

character serves as a lens through which the reader sees the complex interactions 

between different ethnic and religious groups in the changing landscape of the newly 

independent nation. As the political situation becomes more volatile, Salim's life is 

deeply affected, and he grapples with questions of identity, belonging, and survival. 

 Salim's character undergoes a profound transformation throughout the novel. At the 

beginning, he is a relatively passive observer of the events unfolding around him. He 

represents an outsider, both culturally and socially, as he navigates the complexities 

of the local society. Salim, as a trader, is positioned at the intersection of various 

cultural and political forces, giving him a unique perspective on the changing 

dynamics of the post-colonial landscape. 

As the story progresses, Salim becomes increasingly entangled in the political 

turbulence of the country. The government changes hands, and the once-stable 

environment becomes fraught with uncertainty. Salim's shop becomes a focal point 

for various characters and groups, reflecting the broader social and political shifts. 

Salim's character serves as a lens through which the reader explores themes of 

identity, cultural clash, and the consequences of political upheaval. The novel delves 

into the impact of historical forces on individual lives and the challenges of adapting 

to a rapidly changing world. Salim's personal journey mirrors the broader narrative of 

the country's struggles, making him a complex and multi-dimensional character in 

the context of "A Bend in the River." 

 



Q .Plot of the novel "A Bend in the River". 

Ans . "A Bend in the River" is a novel written by V.S. Naipaul, first published in 1979. The story is set 

in an unnamed African country post-independence, and it explores the social, political, and cultural 

changes that occur in the wake of decolonization. Here is a general summary of the novel: 

 

The narrative is told through the perspective of Salim, an Indian Muslim merchant who decides to 

relocate and establish a business in a small town near a bend in the river. As the story unfolds, the 

town undergoes significant transformations, reflecting the turbulence of post-colonial Africa. 

 

Salim's experiences illustrate the complexities of identity, power, and the clash between tradition 

and modernity. The novel delves into the impact of political instability and corruption, examining 

how these factors shape the lives of the characters. 

 

The title, "A Bend in the River," serves as a metaphor for the unpredictable turns and uncertainties 

that the characters face in their lives. The river becomes symbolic of the changing currents of history 

and the unpredictable nature of post-colonial African societies. 

 

Throughout the novel, Naipaul explores themes such as the legacy of colonialism, the struggle for 

identity in a rapidly changing world, and the consequences of political upheaval. The narrative is rich 

in its portrayal of diverse characters and their interactions, providing a nuanced and often critical 

perspective on the challenges faced by the people in the newly independent African nation. 

 

It's important to note that this is a general overview, and the novel is known for its complex narrative 

and layered exploration of themes. If you're interested in a more in-depth understanding, I 

recommend reading the novel for a comprehensive experience of V.S. Naipaul's storytelling. 



Q. Aboriginal traits in the poem BORA RING. 

 "Bora Ring" is a poem written by Australian poet Judith Wright. The poem explores themes 

related to the displacement and marginalization of the Aboriginal people in Australia. While 

it does not explicitly list specific traits of Aboriginal culture, it conveys a sense of loss, 

cultural erosion, and the impact of European colonization on Indigenous communities. Here 

are some elements in the poem that reflect Aboriginal traits or aspects of their experience: 

 The title itself refers to a ceremonial ground or gathering place used by Aboriginal people 

for initiations and other rituals. The mention of the "Bora Ring" in the poem suggests a 

connection to traditional Aboriginal cultural practices. 

 The poem employs vivid imagery related to Aboriginal ceremonies, with phrases like "ghosts 

of the warriors dead," evoking the spiritual presence of ancestors and the history of 

Indigenous people. 

 Aboriginal cultures often have a deep spiritual connection to the land. In "Bora Ring," there 

is a sense of displacement and loss as European settlers encroach on and disrupt the natural 

environment that holds significant cultural and spiritual value for the Aboriginal people. 

 The poem portrays the erosion of Aboriginal culture as a result of European colonization. 

The mention of "white men" and "strangers" symbolizes the intrusion of Western influences 

and the subsequent impact on Indigenous traditions. 

 The poem conveys a profound sense of loss, not just of land but also of cultural identity. The 

phrase "the scrub has grown back" may suggest nature reclaiming the land, but it also 

signifies the fading of Aboriginal cultural practices and traditions. 

It's essential to approach "Bora Ring" with sensitivity and an understanding of the historical 

context of European colonization in Australia. The poem serves as a poignant reflection on 

the impact of these historical events on the Indigenous people and their cultural heritage. 



Sketch the character of Adjoa. 

Adjoa, the protagonist in Ama Ata Aidoo's short story "The Girl Who Can", is a perceptive and 

introspective seven-year-old girl who lives in Ghana. She is characterized by her intelligence, 

curiosity, and reflective nature, as she navigates the expectations and challenges placed on her by 

her family and society. Below are some key aspects of Adjoa's character: 

Adjoa is highly observant, paying attention to the subtle dynamics in her family, particularly between 

her mother and grandmother. She reflects on their differing opinions, especially concerning her 

physical appearance, such as her unusually thin legs, which become a point of contention and 

concern. 

She struggles with insecurity about her legs, which are considered too thin for a girl in her 

community. This insecurity is amplified by her grandmother’s comments about her legs being 

unsuitable for childbearing. Despite this, Adjoa remains hopeful and dreams of proving herself in 

unexpected ways. 

Adjoa displays resilience in dealing with the criticism she receives, particularly from her 

grandmother. When she is recognized for her running abilities at school, she finds validation and a 

sense of purpose, proving that her so-called physical flaw is, in fact, a strength. 

She represents the intersection of traditional values and modern aspirations. Her grandmother 

embodies traditional ideals of womanhood, emphasizing fertility and physical attributes, while 

Adjoa's mother is more progressive, valuing education and broader opportunities for her daughter. 

Adjoa herself is caught between these two worlds but begins to chart her own path. 

Despite the criticisms, Adjoa loves and respects her family. She does not harbor resentment but 

seeks to understand their perspectives, even as she asserts her individuality. 

Through Adjoa, Ama Ata Aidoo explores themes of identity, family expectations, and the evolving 

roles of women in society, making her a compelling and relatable character. 

 


